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I nrnooucrroN

Late in 1990, the C' i ty of  Kimberley requested the Regional  Distr ict  to
carry out a study to determine the best use for a I  arge area of
undeveloped land wjthin i ts wester ly boundar j rJfutudy area contains
about 1736 hectares (17 square k i lometres ot t !2gO acrel l )  and is located
southofTr ick1eCreekGolfCourse,northMLakeRoad,and
west of  Highway 95A. The study area boundar ies are shown on Figure l .

The need for the study was determined by future land use considerat ions
Ie:u] ! ing f rom the pending sale of  the ski  h i l l  and recent ly developed
Trickle Creek Golf  Course. Terms of  reference were f inal ized ani  a
contractual  agreement t , ras executed jn July,  1991. The terms of  reference
for the study are at tached as Appendix "A".

Phase I  of  t l i f  s tudy consisted of  walk ing the study area and exam' in ing
informat ion reiat ing to ownership,  zon' ing,  and Off ic ja l  Community Plan
designat ions.  The Canada Land Inventory Land Capabi l i ty  was also revjewed
and a s lope analysis was carr ied out.

The second and f inal  phase of  the study consisted of  a review of  ex ' is t ing
stud jes and Counci l  po' l ic ' ies,  and a meet ' ing wi th representat ives of  groupl
who current iy use the study area.

A prel iminary report ,  marking the complet ion of  the f j rst  phase of  the
9tudy, was prepared and presented to Counci l  on September 30, 1991. A
br ief  synopsis is prov' ided under Phase I  of  th js report .
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Pnase I

OWNERSHIP:

0wnership informat ion is presented in Figure 2.  About 40% of the 1
' land is owned by Cominco. This is located pr imari ly south of  the , t ,V
Nordic ski  t ra i ls  and in the eastern port ion of  the study area. The*/r t r
Ci ty and indiv idual  owners hold smal l  port ions of  land at  the north '  I  t

and east boundar ies of  the study area. The remain' ing lands are u(
Crown owned

. l '

LAND STATUS:

None of  the study area is wi th in the Agr icul tural  Land Reserve, nor
are any of  the lands jncluded ' in the Provincial  Forest .

The Off ic ia l  Community Plan current ly designates the south and east
sect ions of  the study area as Conservat ion Area Two (Preservat ion
Area) -  C2, whi  1 e most of  the remai ni  ng area j  s des' ignated
Conservat jon Area One (Recreat ion Area) -  Cl .  A new 0ff ic ia l
Community Plan for the Ci ty has been prepared but not yet  adopted.
The new Plan js s i lent  wj th respect to the study area pend' ing
complet jon of  th is study.

The south and eastern parts of  the study area are zoned RC3
Conservat jon Zone, and most of  the remaining area is zoned RC2
Recreat ion Conservat ion Zone.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:

One of the
vers 1 f,y

most s igni f icant character ist ics of  the stydy area is i ts
f  topography, c ' l imate,  vegetat ' ion,  and wi ld l  j fe.

Approximate' ly 26% of the area (455 hectares) has slopes of .  15% or
lbss.  Most of  these lands are contained within two separate benches
on the east s ' ide of  the studY area.

There are smal l  areas with s lopes of  15 -  30%, however,  most of  the
study area contains s lopes in excess of  30%. A slope analysis is
shown on F' igure 3.

Vegetat ' ion ranges from bunchgrass and ponderosa, typical  of  inter ior
dryland locat ions of  the province and found in souther ' ly  parts of
the study area (Sunf lower Hi l l ) ,  to cedars and ferns more typical  of
wetter reg' ions and found' in the Whitetai l  Val1ey.
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As might be expected in an area with many slope and vegetat ion
regimes, there is also a great diversi ty ofwi ld l i fe.  Var ious
inventor ies have been carr ied out,  the most thoroughly documented
being the 1987 0hanjanian-Jamieson study Opt ions for Imorovinq
t ' l i ld l  i fe Habi tat  and t , l i ld l  i fe Viewinq 0pt ions in the K' imberlev
I ' l i ld l  i fe Sanctum. In br ief  ,  the 0hanjanian-Jamieson report
descr i  bes the presence of  a var i  ety of  ungul  ates,  i  ncl  udi  ng
white-tai led and mule deer,  moose, and elk.  Black bears also
inhabi t  the study area, and there is evidence of  cougar,  wolver ine,
marten,.  fox,  and coyote as wel l .  Smal ler  mammals,  a number of
di f ferent types of  rodents,  and a great var iety of  b i rd species take
ful l  advantage of  the area's biological  d iversi ty.

CURRENT LAND USES:

The study area is heavi ly used for recreat ion.  An extensive t ra i l
system has been developed and majntained over the years,  pr incipal ly
through the ef for ts of  the Kimberl  ey t ,J i ' l  d l  i  fe Sanctum Soci  ety
(Kl . lSS.)  Major t ra i ls  are shown on Figure 4.  In addi t ion to casual
use by members of  the general  publ ic,  organized hikes are conducted
by the Rocky Mountai  n Natural  i  s ts,  and by Kimberl  ey area school  s.
As wel I  ,  snowmobi I  ers use the study area for access to t ra i  I  s
I  eadi  ng up the St.  l ' lary 's Va1 1ey.

An act ive grave' l  p ' i t  is  located jn the southeast corner of  the study
area. Al though the study area is heavj ly c la im staked, there is no
other act ive mining occurr ing at  the present t ime.

ACCESS:
he. .A

There are several  points of  access to the f lat ter  benches -  on foot,  V
from the eld of  ._Higglns Street and by veh' ic ' le,  f rom seve:?] . , l . :g l  

nand informal t ra i ls  which leave Highway 95A between Marysvi l le and
the Kimberley core.  Parts of  the study area may also be reached
from the Nordic ski  t ra i ls .

EXISTING COMMITMENTS:

Although much of  the study area is used extensively for  recreat ion
purposes, there js no formal approval  for  the use of  these' lands by
ei ther Cominco or the Crovrn.  Kl , lSS has been act ive in pursuing the
goal  of  managing much of  the study area as a nature park,  and the
Cjty has agreed that i t  would be appropr iate to set  aside some of
the area for th ' is  purpose. However,  no approvals exist  f rom the two
pr incipai  property owners and as there is no agreement on the
boundar ies,  a master plan has not yet  been prepared.
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Pnnse II

0n September 30, 1991, Regional  Distr ict  staf f  met wi th Counci l  to
discuss the prel iminary report ,  and to obtain fur ther direct ion for
Phase I I  of  the project .  At  that  meet ing,  Counci l  asked Regional
Distr ict  staf f  to meet wi th representat ives of  the var ious user groups,
ident i fy the important jssues, and from those issues, work toward a
consensus.regarding appropr iate boundar ies for  the proposed nature
park.

The meet ing wi th user group representat ives took place on 0ctober 24,
1991, wi th Alderman Bert  Banks chair ing the meet ing.  Representat ' ives
from the KWSS, the Rocky Mountain Snowmob' i le Club, and the Kimberley
Nordic Club were present.  A l ' is t  of  the meet ing part ic ipants is
at tached in Appendix "B."

Intr ins ' ic  in the discussions about the character and boundar ies of  the
nature park was the subiect  of  an overal  I  I  and use pl  an.  The
pre' l iminary report  to Counc' i l  was presented to the user groups and
fol lowing a general  d iscussion about the study area as a whole,  a rev ' iew
of each sub-area took place wjth consensus being reached on a number of
land use issues.

UNDERLYING PRINCIPLES

As a resul t  of  f ie ld observat ions,  the search of  exist ing studies,
andthemeet jng.wJthuser.gr0ups'@regard' ing
the character of  the study area have enrerged. These pr incipies
under l ie the recommendat ions ccntajned in th ' is  report .

r f i ; t )  i t  is  recognized that s ince
=__!r.
dTversi ty of  natural  features and

r.aEt iv i  t i .e5,  part i  c i  pat ' ion j  n future
i imi l  ar ly diverse.

the study area jncorporates a
accommodates a wide range of
management planning wi l l  be

,-.
(  Second) in general  ,  i t  can be sa' id that  the natural  ' interpretat jve
f f i l rcreat ional  values are more cr i t ' ical  in the north and west
port ions of  the study area, pr imari ly because topography and access
l imit  the range of  potent ' ia l  ' land use opt ions.  In the east and
south port ions of  the study area, where topography is less severe
and where there exists the potent ia l  for  easier access, land use
opt ions are more var ied.  Sunf lower Hi l l  is  an except ion,  however,
because of  i ts  importance for ungulates.

Using these pr inciples and drawing on the i tems of  consensus that
were di  scussed at  the meet i  ng wj  th user groups, a ser j  es of
recosmendat ions has been developed for Counci l 's  considerat ion.

-8-
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RECOI'IMENDATIONS

Two terms require def in i t ion pr ior  to discussing the recommendat ions
in th is report .

The express'i on i  s used here to mean the area that we
used by therecommend be develope e'Fketed, and intensively

recreat jng publ  ic .

'--------'/ "Preser.ve) has been used in the context  of  areas that
ffiTETl than the area recommended for use as a nature

retain examples of  d iverse and relat ively undisturbed
habi tat .  These areas should be managed pr i  nc ' i  pal  1y
interpretat ive and natural  values.

The recommendat ions have been div ided into two
recommendat ions for each sub-area; and recommendat ions
impl ementat ion process.

RECOI4MENDATIONS FOR EACH SUB-AREA

Figure 4 shows the div is ion of  the study area into sub-areas.

are less
park,  and

natural
for  their

sect ' ions:
for an

u
cahl

,,ftTfuf
w+I{iAREA "A..: PARK/RECREATION/INTERPRETATIVE AREA

This is the eastern part  of  the corr idor that  Counci l  has V Lht

already agreed to include ' in the nature park,  together wi th the
southwest s lopes of  Myrt le Mounta' in.  The Hjggins Street access
to the nature park and Eimer 's Lake are at  ' i ts  eastern edge,
and the west boundary i s the road between Bear and Myrtl e
Mountai  ns .

Area nAn is the most accessib ' le port ion of  the study area and
the most heavi ly used by recreat ionjsts,  including hikers,
cycl ists,  skiers,  snowmobi lers,  and, to a l imi ted extent,  t ra i l
b ikers.  I t  is  a lso the most ecological ' ly  d iverse sect ion of
the proposed nature park wi th the h ' ighest values for park and
interpretat ive purposes. Care wi l l  be needed to str ike a
balance between the requirements for  nature preservat ion and
the needs and desires of  the var ious users.

Some of the issues that must be addressed in th is sub-area
i  ncl  ude:

r /CCFSS:

There are two points of  access into th is area: v ia Higgins
Street and Eimer 's Lake at  the east boundary,  and via the
Nordic ski  t ra i ls  f rom the north.  This area includes
roads that are maintained for f i re access. The existence

sn
,vrc

d,
Wtt

bi

4railbil4s "0 "-9-

lrtt/,,h
al
(,)

il
t
efr
0tr'



of these easy to use roads of fers opportuni t ies,  but  a lso
presents a potent ia l  source of  conf l ic t .  For example,
snowmobi lers use the major t ra i l  (Lower Army Road/Army
Road) through to the power 1ine, for  access to routes
beyond the boundar ies of  the study area.

0ther user groups such as Kl,lSS recogn i ze th j s as an
exist ing use and jndicated at  the 0ctober 24 meet ing that
present levels of  t ra i l  use by snowmobi lers does not
present a problem. I t  should be noted that easy access to
this area is not necessar i ly  detr imental  tb wi ld l  i fe.
Old roads and trai ls,  for  example,  are used by moose as
travel  lanes (0hanjanian/Jamieson, 1987).  Because this
area is so accessible,  i t  js  recommended that user groups
be consul ted extensively ' in the formulat ion of  an access
pl  an.

NORDIC CLUB EXPANSION:

The Nordic Club representat ive at  the 0ctober 24 meet ing
indicated that the Club wjshes to expand into th is sub-
area. The interface between the trai ls and the other
pr i  or i  t  i  es of  the proposed park wi  I  I  need to be
considered dur ing the p1 anning process for t ra i  I
expans i  on .

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES:

An archaeo' logical  s i te reconnaissance' is recommended for
the ent i re study area. Sjnce i t  is  known that there js
at  least  one archaeological  s ' i te on Myrt le Mountain,  an
archaeol  og' ica1 impact assessment i  n Area r tAtr  j  s
part ' icular ly cr i t ical .  Ident j f icat ion of  f jndings and
incorporat ion of  these f jndings into the interpretat ive
components of  the nature park could add to the r jchness
of exper iences to be found jn the proposed park.

AREA "8,: NATURE PRESERVE:

This area is west of  and cont iguous to Area "A".  I t  includes' lands west of  I ' lh i tetai l  Va1' ley,  and those port ions of  Bear
Mountain and Dipper Lake within Ci ty boundar ies.  This has
been ident i f ied as a separate sub-area as i t  is  phys' ica ' l ly
less accessible than Area "An, part icular ly to motor ized
vehic les.  I t  is  of  major importance to the integr i ty of  the
proposed nature park.  Because of  i ts  isolat ion and ecological
diversi ty,  th is area is better sui ted to management wi th
pr imary emphasis on i ts wi ld l  i fe and interpretat ' ive values,
and with a lesser emphasis on recreat jon.

-10-
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AREA'C' :  RECREATI0T{/PRESERVE:

This area is west of  the most heavi ly used port ion of  the
Nordic t ra i l  system and is located immediatery south of  the
downhi l l  sk i  runs.  There is no vehicular access-to th is area,
but there is good access on foot.  Area nc" is character ized by
recreat ion use, (Moe's canyon trai l  and the traj l  around North
Star Mountain) and wi ld l i fe use. The visual  prominence of  th is
area, i ts steep slopes and i ts juxtaposi t ion to the Nordic
trai I s and downhi I I runs precl ude urban devel opment and
constrain other opt ions which might have a v isual  . impact.  This
area is c losest ' in character to Area "A".  For the reasons
out l ined above, j t  is  recommended that th is area be managed for
recreat j  on and wj I  d l  i  fe val  ues.  Access cou' l  d be improved to
accommodate lowel impact vehic les such as mountain bikes.  The
major issue which should be addressed in th is sub-area is i ts

t ,interface with the skj  h i l l .  
rv_

o INTERFACE EETtrtEEN ALPINE ANp N}RprC TRATLS: (Un

conf l ic ts exist  at  the interface between the downhi l r  runs f f land the cross country t ra i ls .  At  the October 24 meet inq.  -  
A'

i t  was noted that downhi l l  sk iers are able to gain accei i  , f (
to Moe's Canyon. Presumably,  the reverse i  s
possi  b1 e.
probl  em.

The management pl  an should address ili? cut|
Y)0'

AREA "D":  I

The remainder of  the study area is less ecologicai ' ly  d iverse
and has less dramat jc topography, but has better-  access,
therefore of fer ing a r i ider range of  land use opt ions.  I t  is
recommended that th is area be managed for mult ip ie uses with
si te speci f ic  pr ior i t jes.  Area uDu is comprised of  the two
re]at ively f lat  areas ( lower bench and upper bench) in the
eastern part  of  the study area and the areas south of  Myr i le
and Bear Mountains,  inciuding the south fac ' ing s lopes oi  the
study area.

Area "D" has been broken into two dist inct  sub-areas to ref lect
our recommendat ion for di f ferent long term uses.

AREA "Dl": DEVEL0PI'|EI{T AREA:

This is the lower of  the two relat ively f lat  areas (" lower
bench") which may be ident i f ied f rom the slope analysis
informat ion in Figure 3.  Slopes in Area Dl are less than
I5%. The western boundary of  th is sub-area is the 1070 m.
(3510 f t . )  contour l ine and the total  area js about 170
hectares in s ize.  Access can be gained from several
informal t ra i ls  of f  Highway 95A.

-  l l



LONG TERI,I STRATEGY:

Because
rel  at i  ve

A major
exi  stence
roughl  y

of  the
ease

relat ively gent le topography and the
of access to th i  s area, i t  i  s

rec0m ed that
for At th is t ime, i t  appears

i  ndustr i  a l  and commerci  a l  devel  opment for  the
foreseeable future. However,  i  f  the Ci  ty 's
' in i t iat ives jn at t ract ' ing the tour ist  and ret i rement
market are successful ,  addi t ional  lands wi l l  be
required for resident ia l  use. I t  is  recommended
that th js sub-area be reserved in the long term for
hous' i  ng .

The i  nterface between thi  s sub-area and other
-_ lport ions-bT-Jhe study area j :  r r i l j r4.  A specia ' l

opportuni  ty exi  sts to create a un i  que res' ident i  a l
environment in c lose associat ion wi th the nature
park and surround' i  ng area. Among the speci  a1
features to be i  ncorporated j  nto the I  ong term
development planning are seasonal  migrat ion paths of
ungul  ates.  In order to protect  wi l  d l  ' i  fe val  ues
within the nature park,  i t  js  a lso necessary to
recogni  ze the impact of  surroundi  ng I  and uses.
Protect i  on of  these wi I  d l  i  fe val  ues shoul  d be
achieved through the use of  natural  corr jdors of
suf f ic jent  wjdth to al low for animal migrat ion,
maintenance of  their  habi tat ,  and human use and
enjoyment of  the adjacent areas. Before detai led
design work js commenced, i t  wj l l  be necessary to
ident ' i fy  migrat ion routes and con 't

at buffer str ips of  sui table
Tidfh'-an"d- desi gn are created. It w'i l  I al so be
necessary to devel  op a management p1 an that takes
' into cons' iderat  jon the object ives in establ  ishing
these corr idors,  payjng part icular at tent ion to the
constrajned phys' ica ' l  area, the potent ia l  for  future
human interference, and exist ing probiems associated
with the proximity of  wi ld l  i fe migrat ion routes to
the highway.

,I
n
tlf
tut,

feature of  th js development area is
of  the two power I  ines that run

north-south a ' l  ignment.  One belongs

of these l jnes should be explored in
etai esign process. Current ly,  these long

str ips are used by t ra i l  b i  kers and a

the
ona

to
for
the

0pen
few AI

snowmobi lers.  Considerat ion should be given to
accommodat ' ing these two user groups in a more
formal ized manner in the long term.

- t2-



Taking into considerat ion the need to accommodate at
least  the B.C. Hydro power l ine (assuming that the
Cominco I  jne wi l l  eventual ly be abandoned),  and
making al lowances for t ravel  and wi ld l i fe corr idors,
i t  is  expected that sub-area Dl could accommodate
about 1260 housing uni ts.

INTERIIT USE:

Unt i l  there js suf f ic ' ient  demand to develop these
lands for housing, jt is recommended that l le-toltet
bench be managed for mult ip ' le uses. Th(gmphasis\
for interim uie throughout ihis sub-area stJii l?-bi
on wi I  d l  j  fe.  H' igh va' l  ues for  ungul  ates exi  st  i  n the
south port ion of  th is sub-area and a port ion of  the
area is ident i f ied in the Canada Land Inventory as
having high values for both big game and nat ive
(ungulate) purposes. Al though the Sanctum Society
would l ike to see the south port ion of  th is sub-area
incl  uded in ark,  i t  may be possible to

'rt
vl

provide a
feature fu

f  th js landscape
area.

The rel  at ionshjp between thi  s sub-area and the
proposed nature park must be consi  dered at  a l  I
phases of  development so that the values protected
by the nature park ale_notlgmprom, ver,  ' l

a Dl on an inter im

areas. I t  i  s  recommended that some management of
th ' is  sub-area for i ts t imber values be considered.
The City may wish to explore in detaj l  the opt ions
avai lable to manage the area as a community forest ,
possi  b ' ly  under the woodl of  management program
offered by the l ' | in istry of  Forests.

AREA D2: I ' IULTIPLE USE AREA:

This sub-area comprises the balance of  the study area.
In general  terms, i t  includes the second relat ively f lat
area ("upper bench") above Area Dl and the south facing
slopes from Sunf lower Hi l l  west to the Ci ty boundary.
Management for  a range of  uses is recommended. The long
term pr ior i ty for  th is area should be to manage for the
benef i t  of  wi ld l i fe.  However,  some of  thq uses descr i lgSl
bel ow ld be compl ementar and

requrre lne area retained in i ts present

t3-

basi  s wi  thout a negat i  ve impact on surroundi  ng

state.
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a THE UPPER BENCH:

The upper
the lower
separated
steeper of
t5%.

bench has been jdent i f ied separately f rom
bench as the two areas are physical ly

by a s l jght  bank. The upper bench is the
the two, a ' l though slopes are less than

!.1

! r
t r lh i  I  e the upper bench woul d be sui  tabl  e for
resident ia l  development,  i t  is  unl ikely that  there
would be any demand for th is type of  land use in the r \ .
foreseeable future.  I t  does provide a good{ iTfeT>
area between the nature park ' (Area A) inO nlEHf
and i ts re1 at ively f l  at  topography presents an
opportuni ty for  land uses that could complement the
nature park.  As wi th Area 01, i t  may be possibie to
manage parts of  Area D2 as a woodlot .  I t  js
recommended that Counci  I  a l  so exp' l  ore the
feasibi ' l i ty  of  establ ' ishing a demonstrat ion forest
in th is sub-area.

Considerat ' ion is being given by the City to the
relocat ion of  Happy Hans Campground. A poss' ib le new
home for the campground could be found within th is
sub-area, where the campground could be I  inked to
the proposed nature park by a t ra ' i1 system.

The Sanctum Society has proposed that an
interpretat ive centre be constructed. An
interpretat ive centre could be the key to at t ract ing
suff ic ient  numbers of  people to the nature park to
make the di f ference between a local  at t ract ion,  and
a regional  tour jst  dest inat ion.  This sub-area could
f  ikely accommodate such a use. However,  development
of  a master plan for the nature park would be a
prerequis i te to the al locat ion of  any iand for th is
purpose. Cons' iderat i  on shoul  d be qi  ven to an
appropr i  ate scal  e for  th i  s devel  opment and ' i  ts
relat ionship to the nature park,  the remainder of
the study area, and the City.

SPECIAL AREAS:

The south port ion
excel I ent examp'les
accessi  b l  e on foot.
treatment from
demonstrat ion forest

of  the upper bench contains some
of old growth that are qui te

These areas deserve speci  a l
both wi  Id l  i  fe habi  tat  and
po' ints of  v iew.

A second special  area js Sunf lower H' i l l ,  which sees
heavy seasonal  use by ungulates.  The f lora of  th is
area is unique and worthy of  special  at tent ion and
protect i  on .

14-



I}IPLEI.IENTATION

PUBLIC IilVOLVEI'IEiIT :

Management of  the study area js best handled by the City or by
an af f i l iated municipai  body, along the l ines of  a recreat ion
commission or economic development commission. However,
qonsul tat ion wi th the var ious user groups is essent ia l  to take
advantage of  their  considerable knowledge and expert ise of  the
study area and to ensure that their  requirements are met.

TENURE:

Once the boundar ies of  the var ious land management uni ts have
been decided upon, the Ci ty should approach both Cominco and
the Ministry of  Environment,  Lands and Parks to secure some
type of  tenure over those lands. I t  is  part icular ly important
to contact  the Ministry of  Environment,  Lands, and Parks ear ly
on in the process, s ince that M' in istry has not made any
commitment to the use of  Crown lands.

Al though Cominco has agreed, in pr inciple,  to al low use of
some of their  lands for a nature park,  the Company has made' i t
c lear that  their  mineral  r ights must be retained.

I{EED FOR AN OVERALL }IAI{AGEI'IENT STRATEGY:

0nce the overal l  object ' ives for  use and development of  the
study area have been agreed upon, and issues of  land tenure
have been resolved, i t  wi l l  be necessary to develop and ref ine
land use pr ior i t ies and respons' ib i l i t ies through amaster
p' lan.  Terms of  reference for th is plan should include an
examinat ion of  sources of  fund' ing for  both development and
operat ional  purposes

ECONOI'IIC CONSIDEMTIONS :

Since the City owns almost none of  the land withjn the study
area, avenues other than outr ight  ownership shouJd be explored
to al I ow for management of the I and wi thout i ncurri ng
potent ia ' l ly  proh' ib i t jve capi ta l  and operat ing costs.  For
example,  the concept of  "mult ip le use" includes the opt ion of
managing some of the area as a community forest  or  woodlot
wi th money from the sale of  t imber products being reinvested
in the study area. A demonstrat ion forest  of fers interpret ' ive
as wel I  as recreat i  on potent i  a ' l  and coul  d strengthen
Kimberley 's posi t ion as a tour ist  dest inat ion.

-  15 -



In managing the study area,
indiv iduals whose expert ise
The trai l  s are maintained
now, and the City should
that already exists,  as wel l
resources.

the City has numerous grouPs and
in var ious f ie lds can be used.

largely through volunteer ef for ts
take advantage of  th is enthusiasm
as invest igate as other untaPPed

ACGESS PLAN:

in order

routes
confl  i  ct

to protect  wi ld l i fe values and preserve as many land
s es possible,  i t  js  recommended that development of

should be a pr ior i ty.  Ideal ly,  th is should be
of the master plan, but because major accessdone --parr-'of the master plan, Duf, Decause maJor access

are al  ready wel I  establ  i  shed and the potent i  a l  for
wi l t  grow with jncreased use, i t  may be desirable to

+
designate speci f ic  routes for  non-motopized veh' ic les,  etc. ,
pr ior  to the development of  a master p1an. \

CHANGES TO THE OFFIGIAL COI'II'IUT{ITY PLAN:

0nce Counci  I  has made decj  s i  ons regardi  ng the future
development of  the study area, i t  is  recommended that the
Off ic ia l  Community Plan be amended to formal ize the Ci ty 's
intent ions.  Pol icy changes to the 0f f ic ' ia l  Community Plan can
be based on wri t ten port ions of  th is report ,  wh' i1e Figure 4
provides a basis for  map changes.

-16-
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A specjal  opportuni ty exists for  the Ci ty of  Kimberley to
coordinate the development of  a nature park and mult ip le use
management areas to complement i ts growing part ic ipat ion in the
tour i  st  ' industry.  Exi  st i  ng go' l  f  course and ski  faci  I  i  t  j  es cater to
the nejeds for organized summer and winter recreat ion but increased
publ i c awareness of the envi ronment al so i s prodgcinq3qglfig{
rapidiy growing market to serve the natural jst  or  feco-tour jg!-)
The diveisity -of topography and the proximity oFTfi'dTTEi-T6'
exist ing development make i t  uniquely sui ted to accommodate a
var iety of  open space needs and f i l l  out  a range of  year round
recreat ional  opportuni t ies.

Implementat ion of  a management plan is subject  to considerat ions of
tenure and associated costs for  land acquis i t ion,  deve' lopment and
mai ntenance . Speci al i zed forest management programs offer an
al ternat ive to outr ight  land acquis i t ion and would enable the C' i ty
to protect  certain areas for the' i r  wi ld l i fe and jnterpret ive values
whi le managing others for  mult ip le use. The success of  th is
approach wi l l  depend upon the ef fect ive delegat ion of  management
responsjbi l  i ty  wi th in a commit tee which includes representat ion
from exist ing volunteer groups, users and stakeholders.  Volunteer
groups have already been instrumental  in developing much of  the
exist ing t ra i l  network and, wi th their  cont inued part ic ' ipat ion and
support ,  the study area could serve as a model for  land management
with corresponding benef i ts to the Ci ty as a tour ist  dest inat ion.

l
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Septernbet 28, 1990

Regional  Distr ict  of  East Kootenay
19 -  24t i  Avenue SouLh
Cranbrook, Br i t ish Columbia
vlc 3H8

Attent ion:  Mr.  DaIe Col ton
Director of  p lannino

Dear Sir :

The ci ty of  Kinberrey is presenr ly reviewr-ng the use of  rand
between the new gol f  course ano Si .  Mary 's t ixe road. Ar l  of
th is }and is present ly oi+nei  by the crown or cominco Limited,
i t  is  unserviced and undeveJ-oped. some of the area rs used
by-var ious peopre for outdoor ie.reacional  act iv i t i .es such as
hik ing,  t ra i l  b ik ing and snownobi l ing.

Because of  the Limited l - i fe of  rhe sur l - ivan Mine and cominco
operat ions,  the c i ty is acr ive: , , '  seeking var ious methods to
minimize the ef fect  of  the e 'entual-  crosure upon the tax
payers,  and to ensure the' . , iabi i : :y of  the municipal i ty in the
future.

we are therefore,  asking that.  the R.D.E.K. consider carry ing
out a short ,  very general  study on t .he'best use,,of  the land.
By 'best  uset,  we mean "best use, '  f rom the viewpornt of  a use
that wourd best support  the rocar economy as a resource for
the nunic ipal i ty and i ts tax payers.

There is a speciar interest  group that envis ions arr  of  th is
area as a wi lderness preserve. councir  has stated. awi l l ingness to support  a l i rn i ted amount of  the area as arrNature Parktr ,  but  counci l -  has v iewed the economic v iabir i ty
of . the c i ty as the pr ine considerat ion in designat i .ng ,=.  o i
this land.
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we would,  therefore,  arso ant ic ipate receiv ing some st .atement
as to the abi l i ty  of  a town of  5,000 popurat ion to support  thecost of  a i lNature park"

r  have at tached the. for lowing documents which may assrst  you
l :^t :Tiding 

an esr imare ror in is ant ic ipateJ-four or f  ive dayprol  ect :

a)  Ci ty of  Kinber ley Bylaw No. tO73;

b) Map showing land ownership and zoning as i t  exists t .oday;

c) Map showing area counci l  supports for  a Nature park and thearea which they nay suppor{  for  a Nature park, .

I^ Ie have numerous ret ters and reports on f i le whi-ch we wou.Id
make avai labre to you; however/  we hrourd prefer you co revr.ewand select  that  informat ion that you wish to have copied. r fyou need clar i f icat ion or wish any addi t ionar rnformat ion
regarding this reguest,  prease contact  mysel f  or  Mike Dodc,Projects Co-ordinator at  your convenj_ence.

Yours t ru ly,

Septernber 29, 1990
Mr. DaIe Col ton
Page 2

R. Michael Cave
CIerk/Administrator

RMc/hj
Enclosures
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